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CH501 
CHURCH  HISTORY  I  
FALL 1998 
 
J. Steven O’Malley, Instructor 
   
 
  I. COURSE DESCRIPTIO' 
A study of the development of the Christian Church from the Apostolic Period to the 
Modern Era, with emphasis upon the central historical movements and theological issues of 
the period, with attention given to their relevance for contemporary ministry.  Emphasis will 
be placed upon important primary texts, as well as interpretive studies.  Lectures, reading, 
and discussion will constitute the main substance of our learning. 
 
 
 II. GE'ERAL GOALS 
Our chief concern is the twofold need of the Christian community, clergy and laity, to 
 1) understand our calling, and 2) to participate responsibly in the task of developing capable 
Christian leadership in the contemporary church. 
 
 
III. PREREQUISITES 
While no prior courses in the School of Theology are prerequisites for the entering student, 
it is important that he or she manifest an attitude of open inquiry under God’s leading, 
recognizing that the mind of Christ can be more fully discerned by an awareness of the 
shaping of His body in history.  A knowledge of the classical languages, while not essential, 
is helpful in the study of the early period. 
 
 
 IV. TOPIC LISTI'G A'D SEQUE'CE 
 
 Period I The First Hundred Years 
 A. The Fullness of Time 
 B. Greco-Roman Period 
 C. New Testament Church 
 
 Period II Development of the Church to the Early Middle Ages (600) 
 A. Relationship between the Early Church and the State. 
 B. The Apostolic Fathers and the Apologists Issues:  The development of 
the ministry, the creeds, and the canon. 
 C. Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Early Church Issues: 
1.     The Use of Scripture and Tradition in East and West. 
2.     Fixing the Doctrine of the Trinity and the Two natures of Christ  
        in the Creed of the Church. 
3.     “Original Sin” and “The Church, Visible and Invisible.” 
 D. The Imperial State Church 
 E. The Development of Monasticism 
 F. The Confessions of Augustine 
 
 
 Period III The Middle Ages Through the Renaissance 
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 A. The Rise of the Papacy 
 B. The Church Struggles for Dominance in Western Civilization 
 C. The Crusades 
 D. Schism between East and West 
 E. Decline of the Papacy 
 F. Medieval Ascetic Movements 
 G. Scholasticism and Mysticism in the Middle Ages 
Issues: 
     1.     The Roles of Faith and Reason in Knowing God. 
     2.     The Meaning of Atonement. 
     3.     Salvation through Sacramental Grace. 
     4.     An Examination of Aquinas’ Summa Theologica. 
 H. The Decline of Scholasticism 
     1.     Protestant Movements in Late Medieval Theology. 
     2.     Efforts toward the Reform of the Church. 
     3.     The Renaissance. 
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V. READI'G A'D EXAM SCHEDULE 
 
DATE 
 
SUBJECT GONZALEZ  
VOL I 
KERR BETTENSON 
September 8 
 
The First Hundred Years 2 - 5   
September 15 
 
Martyrs and Apologists 6 - 7 I (=Section 1) I, 1, 1-6 (=Part One 
Section 1, pp. 1-6) 
September 17 QUIZ 1    
September 22 
 
 
Heresy and The Formation 
of Orthodoxy 
8 - 9 3 - 5 I, 3 & 4  
(29-33, 35-38) 
September 29 
 
 
Pastoral Care, Worship, and 
Early Church Life 
10 - 12 
 
 I, 1, 7 -23 
October 6 QUIZ 2    
October 6 
 
 
 
Constantine and The 
Response of the  
Christian Community 
13 -16   
October 13 
 
Arius and Nicea 17 - 21 8 (creeds 1, 2, and 4) I, 4, 33 - 35,  39 - 44 
October 20 MID-TERM    
October 22  
 
 
Augustine and  
The End of an Era 
22 - 25 6 I, 6 
October 27 
 
 
Chalcedon and the Shaping 
of Eastern Theology 
26 - 27 8 (creed 3)  
November 3 
 
 
Charlemagne and Roman 
Catholic Ascendancy 
28 - 29  I, 5 and II, 12 
'ovember 5 QUIZ 3    
November 10 
 
 
Crusaders and Scholastics 
 
30 - 31 9, 10, 12, 14 II, 2 
November 17 
 
 
Decline and Its Allies;  
Pre-Reformers and Mystics 
32 - 33 11 - 13  
December 1 
 
Nominalism and Humanism 34 16 - 19  
December 8 The Dawn of the  
Western Hemisphere 
35 - 36   
 
December 15 FI'AL  EXAM  WEEK 
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VI. COURSE PROCEDURES 
 
 A. Tests will consist of three objective quizzes on Gonzalez, and two unit exams (objective and 
essay).  A make-up test can be given only in emergency situations and with prior approval 
from the instructor.  All make-up tests will be administered immediately after the final exam. 
Grades will be posted (by ID number on exam) after the test at AD407.  Two hours will be 
scheduled for all students who wish to review their work on tests. 
 
 B. Students are responsible for class attendance and for complete reading of assigned texts. 
 
 C. Each student will have the option of examining a major problem, event, or issue of the period 
in a research paper from 12 to 15 pages in length.  This paper will conform to proper thesis 
style and will reflect the use of primary and secondary sources.  The paper will be due 
December 1  (with deduction for late papers).     
 
 D. Evaluation will be based upon the accumilaiton of points, as follows: 
 
Quiz 1 .........................  30 
Quiz 2 .........................  30 
Quiz 3 .........................  30 
Mid-Term ...................  70 
Final ............................ 100 
Class Participation .....   50 
    TOTAL .................. 310 points       (360 points with paper) 
   
    
              Upon completion of all requirements, grades will be determined as follows: 
  
 279 - 310   = 
 
A       ( 90 -100% ) 
  248 - 278   = B        ( 80 -  90% ) 
  217 - 247   = C        ( 70 -  80 % ) 
 186 - 216    = D        ( 60 -  70% )  
 below 185  = F        ( below 59% ) 
 
VII. TEXTS FOR PURCHASE 
  Bettenson, Henry.  Documents of the Christian Church.  (Oxford paperback). 
 
  Gonzalez, Justo.  The Story of Christianity, Vol. I.   (Abingdon paper ed.) 
 
  Kerr, Hugh T., ed.  Readings in Christian Thought.  (Abingdon paper ed.) 
 
 OPTIO'AL  OR  COLLATERAL  TEXTS  FOR  PURCHASE: 
 
  The Rand McNally Historical Atlas of the World  (paper ed.) 
 5
Bibliography 
 
  I. EARLY  CHURCH 
  
 A. Documents 
  Ayer, J., ed.,  A Source Book,   1913 
  Cox, A. C., ed.,  The Ante-Nicene Fathers,   (10 volumes, 1884-86) 
  Kidd, B. J., Documents . . . (3 volumes, 1920-23) 
  Quaston, J., and J. C. Plumpe, eds.,  Ancient Christian Writers,  (in process 1946-) 
  Schaff, P. and Wace, II., eds.,  The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,  (14 volumes,    
          second series:  1890-95) 
  Stevenson, J., ed.,  A New Eusebius:  Documents Illustrative of the History of the   
          History of the Church to A.D. 337 ,  (paper, 1957) 
  Wright, F. A.,  Fathers of the Church,  (Latin fathers only, 1929) 
 
 B. Theological Interpretations 
  Barnard, L.,  Studies in the Apostolic Fathers and Their Background,  (1966) 
  Bethune-Baker, J. F.,  An Introduction to the Early History of Christian Doctrine, 
          (1951) 
  Campenhausen, H. E. Von,  The Fathers of the Greek Church,  (1963) 
  __________,  The Fathers of the Latin Church,  (1964) 
  Danielou, J.,  Origin,  (1955) 
  Grillmeier, Alois,  Christ in Christian Tradition from the Apostolic Age to 
Chalcedon 
          451,  (1965) 
  Kelly, J. N. D.,  Early Christian Doctrines,  (1958) 
  Lietzmann, Hans,  The Beginnings of the Christian Church,  (1937) 
  Little, V. A.,  The Christology of the Apologists,  (1935) 
  Morgan, James,  The Importance of Tertullian in the Development of Christian 
          Dogma,  (1928) 
  Torrance, T. F.,  The Doctrine of Grace in the Apostolic Fathers,  (1948) 
  Turner, M. C.  The Patristic Doctrine of Redemption,  (1952) 
  Wingren, Gustav,  Man and the Incarnation:  A Study in the Biblical Theology of 
          Irenaeus,  (1959) 
 
 
II. THE MEDIEVAL  CHURCH 
 
 A. Documents 
 Bettenhouse, R. W., ed.,  A Companion to the Study of St. Augustine,  (1955) 
 Gilby, T., ed.,  St. Thomas Aquinas,  (1960) 
 McKeen, Richard, ed.,  Selections from Medieval Philosophers I. Augustine to 
          Albert the Great,  (1957) 
 Ryan, J. K., and B. H. Bonansea, eds.,  John Duns Scotus,  (1965) 
 Schaff, P., and J. Wace, eds.,  The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,  (14 vol.  
          1890-95) 
 
 
 
 6
  
 B. Theological Interpretations 
 Gilson, Etienne,  A History of Christian Philosophy in the Middle Ages,  (1955) 
 __________,  The Christian Philosophy of St. Augustine,  (1961) 
 __________, The Philosophy of Thomas Aquinas,  1929) 
 Kelly, J. N.,  The Athanasian Creed,  (1964) 
 Knowles, David,  The Evolution of Medieval Thought,  (1962) 
 MacIntyre, John,  St. Anselm and His Critics,  (1954) 
 Moody, E. A.,  The Logic of William of Ockham,  (1935) 
 Murray, A. V.,  Abelard and St. Bernard,  (1967) 
 Obermann, H. A.,  Forerunners of the Reformation:  The Shape of Late Medieval 
          Thought,  (1967) 
 Underhill, Evelyn,  Mysticism,  (1950) 
 Workman, H. B.,  The Evolution of the Monastic Ideal,  (1927) 
 
III. THE  CHURCH  FROM  THE  TIME  OF  THE  REFORMATIO' 
 
 A. Documents:  Arranged by Subjects 
 Pauck, W., ed.,  Luther’s Lectures on Romans:  Library of Christian Classics XV, 
          (1961) 
 Rupp, E. G., ed.,  Luther and Erasmus on Free Will:  Library of Christian Classics 
          XV,  (1961) 
 Tappert, T. G., ed.,  Luther’s Letters of Spiritual Counsel:  Library of Christian 
          Classics,  XVIII,  (1955)  BR331 E5 T3 
 Torrance, T. F., ed.,  Luther’s Early Theological Works:  Library of Christian 
          Classics,  XVI,  (1962)  BR330 E4 
 McNeill, J. T., ed., Calvin:  Institutes of the Christian Religion:  Library of 
Christian Classics, XX, XXI,  (1960)  BX9420 I65 
 Reid, J. K. S., ed.,  Calvin:  Theological Treatises, Library of Christian Classics, 
          XXII,  (1964)  BX9420 T68 
 Haroutunian, J., ed.,  Calvin:  Commentaries:  Library of Christian Classics, XXIII 
          (1959)  BS485 C333 
 Thompson, B., ed.,  Liturgies of the Western Church,  (1965) 
 Pauck, W., ed.,  Melanchthon and Bucer:  Library of Christian Classics, XIX               
           (1969)  BR336 L62      
 Hutterian Brethren, eds.,  The Chronicle of the Hutterian Brethren  (1987) 
           BX8129 H8 G67 
 Bromiley, G. W., ed.,  Zwingli and Bullinger:  Library of Christian Classics, XIV 
 Williams, G. H., and A. M. Mergal, eds.,  Spiritual and Anabaptists Writers, Library 
          of Christian Classics, XXV  (1957)  BR301 S67 
 Whiteborn, R. D., ed.,  English Reformers:  Library of Christian Classics,  XXVI 
          (1969)  BR375 P26 
 Berthold, Fred, et al, eds.,  Basic Sources of the Judeo-Christian Tradition   
          (see Part IV)  (1962)  BR53 B4 
 Ferm, R. L., ed.,  Readings in the History of Christian Thought,   
          (see Representatives of Modern Era),  (1964)  BT10 F4 
 Mackintosh, H. R., and J. C. Stewart, eds.,  Schleiermacher:  The Christian Faith, 
          (1963) 
 Tappert, T. G., ed.,  Spener, Pia Desideric,  (1964 ed.)  BR1650 A2 S613 
 7
 Outler, A., ed.,  John Wesley:  Library of Protestant Thought,  (1964) 
          BX8217 W54 O8 
 Smith, J. E., ed.,  Edwards:  A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections  (1959) 
          BX7230 E4 
 Smith, H. G., et al, eds.,  American Christianity,  (2 volumes, 1960) 
          (REF)  BR514  S55 
 
 B. Theological Interpretations:  Arranged by Subjects 
 Althsus, Paul,  The Theology of Martin Luther,  (1966)  BR333 A513 
 Dannenfeldt, Karl H.,  The Church of Renaissance and Reformation:  Decline and 
          Reform From 1300 to 1600  (1970)  BR280 D33 
 
 
Gerrish, B. A.,  Grace and Reason:  A Study in the Theology of Martin Luther, 
          (1962)  BR333.2 G4 
 Hillerbrand, Hans Joachim, Christendom Divided: the Protestand Reformation 
          (1971)  BR305.2 H49 
 Kingdon, Robert McCune,  Transition and Revolution:  Problems and Issues of  
          European Renaissance and Reformation History  (1974)  BR309 K5 
 Oberman, Heiko Augustinius,  The Roots of Anti-Semitism in the Age of  
          Renaissance and Reformation  (1984)  BM535 O2413 
 Oxment, Steven E., The Age of Reform  (1980)  BR270 O9 
 Schribner, Robert W.,  For the Sake of Simple Folk: Popular Propaganda for the 
          German Reformation  (1981)  BR307 S464 
 Torrence, T.F.,  Kingdom and Church:  A Study in the Theology of the Reformation 
          (1956)  BV600 T58 
 Dowey, E. A.,  The Knowledge of God in Calvin’s Theology,  (1952) 
          BX9418 D64 
 Van Buren, Paul,  Christ in our Place:  The Substitutionary Character of Calvin’s 
          Doctrine of Reconciliation,  (1957)  BT198 V3 
 Wendel, F.,  Calvin,  (1963)  BX9418 W3833 
 Littell, F.,  The Anabaptist View of the Church,  (1958)  BX4931 L5 
 Oyer, John S.,  Lutheran Reformers Against Anabaptist:  Luther, Melanchthon, and 
          Menius, and the Anabaptists of Central Germany  (1964)  BX4931.2 O9 
 Williams, G. H.,  The Radical Reformation,  (1962)  BR307 W5 
 Dickens, A. G.,  The English Reformation,  (1967)  BR375 D5 
 Rupp, E. G.,  The English Protestant Tradition,  (1949) 
 Heller, W.,  Liberty and Reformation in the Puritan Revolution,  (1963) 
 Bainton, R.,  The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century,  (1964)  BR305 B35 
 Chadwick, W. O.,  From Bossuet to Newman,  (1957) 
 Janelle, P.,  The Catholic Reformation,  (1949) 
 Ranchetti, J.,  The Catholic Modernists,  (1969) 
 Cameron, R. M.,  The Rise of Methodism,  (1954)  BX8231 C3 
 Cherry, C.,  The Theology of Jonathan Edwards:  A Reappraisal,  (1966)   
          BX7260 E3 C5 
 Stoeffler, E.,  The Rise of Evangelical Pietism,  (1965)BR1650.2 S7 
 Barth, Karl,  Protestant Thought from Rousseau to Ritschl,  (1959) 
          BT30 G3 B313 
 Cassirere, E.,  The Philosophy of the Enlightenment,  (1951) 
 Cragg, G. R.,  The Church and the Age of Reason,  (1966)  BR455 C72 
 8
 Dillenberger, J., and C. Welch,  Protestant Christianity Interpreted Through Its 
          Development,  (1954)  BX4807 D5 
 Livingston, James,  Modern Christian Thought:  From the Enlightenment to Vatican  
          II,  (1971)  BT28 L55 
 Mackintosh, H. R.,  Types of Modern Theology:  Schleiermacher to Barth,  (1937) 
          BT28 M25 
 Randall, J. H., Jr.,  The Making of the Modern Mind,  (1940)  CB57 R32 
 Stace, W. T.,  Religion and the Modern Mind,  (1953) 
 Brauer, J. C.,  Protestantism in America:  A Narrative History,  (1966) 
          BR515 B7 
 Gillies, John,  Historical Collections of Accounts of Revival  (1981)   BV3770 G54 
 Olmstead, C. E.,  History of Religion in the United States,  (1960)  BR515 O4 
 Baillie, J.,  The Idea of Revelation in Recent Thought,  (1956)  BT127 B234 
 Brown, Dale W.,  Led by the Word and Spirit  (1983)  BT121.2 B75 
 Gollwitzer, H.,  The Christian Faith and the Marxist Criticism of Religion,  (1970) 
          BR128 G613 
 Kung, H.,  The Changing Church,  (1965) 
 Macquarrie, J.,  Twentieth Century Religious Thought.  (1963)  (1981) B804 M25 
 
E'CYCLOPEDIAS 
 
The Catholic Encyclopedia   
The Dictionary of Christian Biography 
The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
The Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics 
 
PERIODICALS 
 
Church History    Harvard Theological Review 
Journal of Religion    Mennonite Quarterly Review 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Bainton, R. W.,  Bibliography of the Continental Reformation,  (1935) 
Case, S. J., et al,  Bibliographical Guide to the History of Christianity,   (1935) 
Pauck, W.,  “Historiography of the German Reformation,”  Church History,  IX,  (1940)  305-40 
 
COLLATERAL  TEXTS    (In Bookstore) 
 
O’Malley, J. Steven,  Pilgrimage of Faith:  The Legacy of the Otterbeins  (ATLA) 
O’Malley, J. Steven,  Touched by Godliness:  Bishop John Seybert and the Evangelical Heritage  
 (Granite) 
O’Malley, J. Steven,  Early German-American Evangelicalism  (Scarecrow) 
